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By Nelson Rodriguez 

Septeber 4, 2008 
 
Before I decide to sink my heart and soul into a product for review I try my best to select a company who 

takes great pride on their products. One who offers Quality build product at a reasonable cost to the 

consumer. One who can separate themselves from the rest with their uniqueness, as well as support their 

products without any questions asked. Finding a company at this caliber takes work and not too many exist.  

When I find such company I make it my business to put them in their rightful place. Places like the DJ 

community where it will get the exposure it deserves.  

 

The reason I started to review and write about DJ equipment is to help educate the up coming and veteran 

DJôs to understand what is available to them in the market place. Thru the years I have spent a lot of money 

on equipment that is still operating at its best. Not knowing that there is hardware being offered at a more 

reasonable price that can out perform my once expensive hardware.  

 

I am a very difficult person to satisfy when it comes to audio equipment and electronic devices. The reason 

for my difficulty is that I am a true believer in quality built product. Everything I own is quality built. There 

are times when consumers have to pay a premium to own a piece of good, quality built product, and thatôs 

understandable, as long as the product is built to last for years to come. 

 

 My reviews are based on real life hands on experience with the product being reviewed. What makes my 

review unique is that I perform all tests. All the products that I review are put thru daily usage, as a DJ 

would. I will not write up a review without handling and testing the product myself.  

I will report the bad and the good of the products regardless of the type of relationship I may have with the 

company. This is what sets me apart from the rest my true honest evaluation of the product that I share with 

all.  

 

I would like to extend my thanks to Andy Flint from Crown International for making this review possible 

and giving me the opportunity to review the XTi4000. When I contacted Andy and proposed my request 

Andy couldnôt be more excited in putting his product to the test. When you meet people like Andy who get 

excited about their own product you cannot help but get excited as well. This is the type of confidence I 

like to see from companies who claim to manufacture great products.  

 

Crown International has been around since 1947 and has grown to be one of the largest and most respected 

manufactures of power amplifiers and microphones for professional use. When a company can last this 

long manufacturing pretty much the same type of product it says a lot about the company and their 

products. 

To learn more about Crown International histories please feel free and visit their history site. 

http://www.crownaudio.com/history.htm. Crown has an amazing history timeline. 
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Crown XTi4000 packaged 
The Amplifier was very well packaged. Looking at the picture you can see the type of protective foam 

used.  Included inside the box are the manual, power cable and the XTi4000 PA. I was a bit surprised not to 

find the HiQnet System Architect Software included with the amplifier since the software can be used with 

the XTi series. You can download it for free at http://hiqnet.harmanpro.com/.   
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Crown XTi4000 Unwrapped. 
Removing the amplifier from all of its packaging I was amazed on how light the amplifier weighs. Carrying 

the amplifier with one hand was not a problem. The 

XTi4000 weigh 19 Lbs. 3.5oz (very light for a amplifier 

that puts out 650W 8ohm, 1200W 4ohm and 1600W on 

2ohms.) The front panel of the XTi4000 has a brush 

metal gray finish, which it gives a clean look to the 

unit. The feel of the chassis is very rugged doesnôt feel 

cheap at all. The height of the unit is 3.5inches, 19 

Inches from left rail mount to right rail mount, and 14 

inches deep which can easily be mounted on a 2u rack 

system. 

Since I like all my equipment to match I would have 

like to see Crown offer a black version of this model with the brush finish on it. The front panel has tiny 

holes on the top portion of the grill for airflow purpose. When it comes to a Portable PA, you can never 

have enough airflow and cooling to control or eliminate thermal buildup. 

 

XTi4000 Secure Handles 
The Crown XTi4000 has handles on each side of the amplifier for easy handling. The cuts and shape of the 

handle accommodates the look of the amplifier. I would have liked to see Crown include some sort of 

rubber grips in the inside of the handles for a more secure feel. Overall it adds a nice touch to the amplifier. 

You also have the bracket behind the handle to 

secure the amplifier to a rack. 

 

Level Control Knob  
The XTi4000 has one Level Control knob per 

channel. The knob has a solid but comfortable feel 

to it. You can actually feel every click.  The control 
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knob does not feel like itôs going to come apart like some of the amplifiers I used in the past.  

 

 

 

Meter Group Light Indicator one per channel 

 
The front panel has a Meter Group with light indicator for the following functions. 

 

ü Thermal Indicator: RED LED illuminates under excessive temperature conditions. 

ü Clip Indicator: RED LED turns on at the threshold of audible distortion.  

ü -10 Indicator: Green LED flashes when output signal exceeds ï10 db below clip. 

ü -20 Indicator: Green LED flashes when output signal level exceeds ï20 db below clip. 

ü Signal Indicator:  Green LED flashes when a very low level signal is present at input. 

ü Ready Indicator: Green LED illuminates when the amplifier is ready for use. 

 

Having the Meter Group 

light indicator is a very 

useful tools specially when 

you need help monitoring 

your condition when you 

have been playing in a gig 

for a long time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Power Button with a blue indicator when powered on 
 

The on/off Power 

button is a very 

simple design 

switch with a blue 

LED indicator light 

to the left of the 

button. It 

illuminates when 

the power is on. 

The blue LED has a 

better appeal to it 

then the old green 

light that we are use 

to seeing. I would 

have like to see 

Crown use a more 

solid power switch 

button style for this amplifier. I just find the button to flimsy for my taste instead of a sturdier button that 

could have been used instead. I can guarantee that this amplifier will not perform poorly just because the 

power button does not meet my criteria as a solid button. (This is just me being very picky.) 
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LCD Screen 
XTi-Series amplifiers feature an LCD screen with DSP speaker presets for crossover frequencies, EQ, 

limiting, delay, and a subharmonic synthesizer.  This is another great add on that you will not find in a 

portable PA at this price level. Being able to change the setting from either the unit itself or through a 

computer console using HiQnet software and viewing it from the from LCD screen is great. I would like to 

commend the engineers from Crown International and HiQnet for a excellent job well done by allowing the 

amplifiers to work in conjunction with each other. 

 

 
 

 

 

Rear View of the Crown XTi4000 
You will find the AC inlet connection for the power. NEMA 5-15P (15A), IEC C14 (10A),  

Proportional-speed fan assisted cooling, XLR inputs, Speakon and binding-post outputs Connection, Input 

connections, and USB connection.  
 

 


